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What are the 
Benefi ts?

The Commercial Landscape Survey Program is 
provided free of charge to commercial, industrial 
and institutional customers in the City of 
San Diego. The program is made possible through 
funding provided by the San Diego County Water 
Authority and the Metropolitan Water District of 
Southern California. 

If you live outside the City of San Diego and 
would like a survey, call 888.271.0800.

• Reduced maintenance and related costs for 
hardscape improvements on your property

• Reduced overall water-use

• Reduced irrigation run-off into streams, 
bays and the ocean

• Reduced demand on the City’s water supply 
during peak use times
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How Does it Work?The Commercial Landscape Survey 

Program is a FREE service of the 

City of San Diego Water 

Department. Designed to 

assist commercial, industrial 

and institutional property 

owners, the program 

provides a number of 

tools and resources 

for effi cient 

irrigation system 

management.

Who is 
Eligible?

Month Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Maximum minutes 
per start time 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8

Start times
per week* 2 3 5 6 6 8 8 8 6 5 3 2

Total minutes
per week 16 24 40 48 48 64 64 64 48 40 24 16

Property Zip Code: 92129

Turf Grass | Warm Season Grass | Clay Loam | Gear Rotor 1.06 inches per Hour

A landscape watering schedule is customized with 

run times per week to maximize effi cient irrigation throughout the year.

* Start times per week may not equal days per week. 
Multiple start times per day may be needed to avoid run-off.

What Do You 
Need to Do?Skilled surveyors review the water-use history of the 

property to determine if water savings are possible. 
If signifi cant water savings can be achieved, an 
on-site audit will be conducted to evaluate the 
effi ciency of the existing irrigation system. 

Information from the audit is analyzed and used 
to develop a number of tools specifi c to each 
property. They include:

• A written evaluation of the irrigation system’s 
performance with recommendations on how to 
improve water application;

• Aerial photos of the property that measure the 
landscaped areas by plant type;

• A water-use estimate for the coming year; and

• An irrigation controller schedule for each month.

Due to the technical nature of the audit 
and liability, a skilled landscape irrigation 
professional, provided by the property owner, 
must accompany the surveyor if an on-site 
audit is scheduled for your property. Please 
plan for a 2-4 hour survey.

To schedule a survey or for more information 
call 619.570.1999, and please have your 
water account number available.

Qualifying commercial, industrial, 
and institutional properties with 
more than one acre of landscaped 
property will receive an audit of the irrigation 
system, practical advice, water-saving 
recommendations, and a water-use budget. 
These key items provide the property owner with 
the tools necessary to effi ciently maintain 
existing landscaping. Many properties can expect 
water savings between 20 and 40 percent.

As part of the audit, 

a catch can test 

measures your 

irrigation 

system’s 

effi ciency and 

the area’s precipitation rate, to 

provide a custom irrigation schedule 

for your property.

During the survey, 

water pressure is 

measured at 

the back fl ow 

prevention 

device and at 

irrigation heads. 

Appropriate water 

pressure maximizes the 

effi ciency of the irrigation system.


